
Dedicated to the success of the struggling student




Why Teach Vocabulary? 

•  There is a direct link from vocabulary knowledge to 
comprehension of reading (Beck& McKeown)


•  The amount of words acquired from context depends 
on the amount of text read and the ability of the child 
to read it. (Kuhn & Stahl, 1998)


•  A good reader will learn up to five times more words 
than a struggling reader (Kuhn & Stahl, 1998)


•  Culturally, vocabulary knowledge and usage is an 
indicator of intellectual ability 



Vocabulary Instruction: 

•  Should be active


•  Should be engaging

•  Should help students make connections to what they 

already know


•  Should make links between related concepts

•  Should include multiple repetitions

•  Should build student independence


•  Should be in their hands and in their mouths 

Differentiating Word Study – The Vocabulary Connection!, Ellen A Thompson, Imc 



Every day, students struggle to learn the academic

vocabulary that they need to understand in order to

succeed in school. 



•  Research Based


•  Systematic, Hands-on 


 Instructional Approach


•  Differentiated Instruction


•  Success on the TEST


•  Flexible & Easy to use




Research Based

•  Vocabulary Acquisition 


 - Isabel Beck


 - Robert Marzano 


•  Sheltered Instructional Operational Protocol 

•  National Literacy Panel on Language-Minority Children 


 and Youth

•  Efficacy study utilizing CAVS




Valuable Resources 
Bringing Words to Life: Robust 
Vocabulary Instruction


Isabel Beck, Margaret G. 
McKeown, & Linda Kucan


Guilford Press 

from Bringing Words to Life by Isabel Beck, Margaret G. McKeown, and Linda Kucan 
Guilford Press 



•  The first tier consists of the most basic words – 
clock, baby, happy, walk, and so on. 


•  The second tier contains words that are high 
frequency for the mature language users and are 
found across a variety of domains. 


•  The third tier is made up of words whose frequency 
of use is quite low and often limited to specific 
domains. 

Bringing Words to Life 

from Bringing Words to Life by Isabel Beck, Margaret McKeown, and Linda Kucan

Guilford Press




Bringing Words to Life 

from Bringing Words to Life by Isabel Beck, Margaret McKeown, and Linda Kucan

Guilford Press


•  Young children’s listening and speaking 
competence is in advance of their reading and 
writing competence.


•  As children are developing their reading and 
writing competence, we need to take advantage of 
their listening and speaking competencies to 
enhance their vocabulary development. 



Valuable Resources 
Building Academic 
Vocabulary: Teacher’s 
Manual


Robert J. Marzano & 
Debra J. Pickering


ASCD


from Building Academic Vocabulary by Robert J Marzano and Debra J Pickering




Systematic, Hands-on Instructional Approach �
The “5E” Model�



Systematic, Hands-on Instructional Approach�

A Picture is Worth 100 Math Vocabulary Words �

STEP 1: ENGAGE�



Systematic, Hands-on Instructional Approach �
STEP 2: EXPLORE�



Differentiated Instruction�
STEP 3: EXPLAIN (K–2)�



Differentiated Instruction�
STEP 3: EXPLAIN (3–5)�



Systematic, Hands-on Instructional Approach �
STEP 4: ELABORATE�



Success on the TEST �

STEP 5: EVALUATE




Systematic, Hands-on Instructional Approach �
The “5E” Model�



•  Research Based


•  Systematic, Hands-on 


 Instructional Approach


•  Differentiated Instruction


•  Success on the TEST


•  Flexible & Easy to use




Success on the TEST�




